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ir on we-fafled (lay they) — 


jeg eee „ 
afflicted aur Sg and Thou taleſt no, | | 
4 | 


?.. nai 9 75 2 10 DA 2817266 | 
' 8 N 3 to ITE nA Tell . [14-7 YE 203: dier | 
SJ Cancer 8 . — 
* W or bas all aleng been ara, | 


of any Publick Sacre 


contented to take their 


eee 


e, lade to renounce all 


* : 
_ = n — ——6———— äw1—œ—— —— — — <4 —— ——— ͤ w— — . b 
2 — — - - - —_ - 
4 4 


e before us willy 4-day furniſh i | 
Wo. remarkable Inſtance of what is here 
—— = From ſeveral Parts of tis ſublime |} 
* that. the Jeuiſb People were | 
5 3 „ 


E” -— el 


| tions from the Law of Gop, many abominable 


bort in Peineipte and Practice. Ac2 

Prophet is here order d to cry a- 
laud and not fpare ; to ſhew the People their Tranſ- 
_ greſfion, and e Houſe of \Jacdd their Sinl. _ 


forma * * one would imagine, might 
3 wanted in their — 
it ſeems, all chis while, as i their Be- 


j d been in e 6 roachable, 
ee the 
even familiar 


chey coud de very 2 

outward Acts of Devotion, 48 

with doch (an their — of it. 

Hel me dayly (ſaith Gen) ia: delight 40. 3 
V. ; 4, A Nation that did Righteouſneſs; and fo 
Hol nat the Ordinance of D, they aſe 
the Ordinances of Fuſtices. they. Jake Delight 0 
10 0 D. Nay, ſo inſenſible were they 
of their on Degeneracy M very little nhc- 
quainted with G 6 Þ's Pere gion, 2 4% bet a 
Loſs to account for the Unſuceeſsfulneſs of thæir 


15 former Addreſſes, and almoſt ready to aſeribe it 


to a Want either of Power or Goodnels: in the 
Deity. M bereſome laue 20 faſied, ſaid they, aud 
Thou ſeg nat? M bergiure have me aft cied: our 
Saul, and Thou takeft, no Kitdwledge Fi Strange ! 
that a fu Nation, 4 f 2 
ty, 4 Seed of Euil- Duers, en that. were Car- 
rupters, ſnou d want an Anſwer to this n! 
Let us, however, ſuſpend dur Admimtion till 
ave have reflected a little; whether our ele may 
Not. n 
Obſervation. . 713 22899471 


ef! Au e e 9 Aal. Dag 71112 13% 
0 We 


131 


Me of chis Nation haye 


— 8 have. (in — wich 
e our $ yp 
racties di the Church of. Gb in all 
bad VO POR our Prayers — 
Efficacy all this may have been, 
it . not us to But, withbut 
attempting y Compariſon of bur -preſent Situa- 
tion witk that we were in; at-the Cotmence- 
ment of the War, or . any Events that 
have occur d in the Progreſs of it; without de- 
firing to rob Gon af the Glory of any of our Sncd 
ceſſes, or thoſe brave Mien, that. — hizarded 
their Lives ume Death, of our due Thanks for 
any ſeaſonable Deliverance; or unexpetted: Ad4 
vantages, which by His Bleſfing they latte gies 
— = Da 5 oe wg — — 

2 Humihatian- juſtify a Suppofal, 
becauſe it - OY that dur 
fotmer Faſts he for us al thoſe 
favqurable ork Heaven; which we de- 
fired and — from them. And what now 
is the Uſe we makr of this ? In. Juſtice to out 
Governours indeed, it ſhould: be — 
that they have in cis very 8 
ed the 3 Which on ee 


uppermoſt in 
is n in foe the Yo hee we ro moſt ae 


| 
ik Nm Meri Fad EPs 1 78 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


oe he 
— Reibe of Theatlcs W hol — 
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, 23 CT For” inſtance, W 


Reigns;z:and:of the/Encourt ven to our 
Enemies abroad by out F rep. hi Tall 
again with! Orberr ʒ nn You wilt find our Miſt 
fortunes fitſt greatly 4 und then aſcrii 
bed:iztirely to the!Miſtnanagerhent of Publick 


Affairs; aid to the Weakneſs) or the Wirked - 
neſs: of Perſons entruſted vit che Direction of 
them: And, as to rizds; when! 


Enterp1 
 Moem(have: charged the Failure of bur fanguine 


ions to the Impetuo of one Leader, 
or the ience of another; perhaps the Un- 
faithfulneſs of a third, and the Want of a due 
Harmony between che Oonductors in 
them all; they think / have g given a full 88. 


lation of the reſpective mt trouble not 
themſelves wittillooking/any farther: Thus wides 
ly differing in their 5 rear Copter Md but All 


agreeing to car et of any Share im he 
Blame; and Moſt (T foar): . fu varying from 
the: Pattern. Amy, Ter, 10 leaye Gop and 


Provedence'q 3 of their Calculations. 

5 Deſign ſaying thus much is not (You 
will-caſily. belleve)/29 enter fikcher into Parties: 
larsclittle Attention on this fot 
Oocaſion. What I 4— obſerve the whole 
- in refting theſe Mattefs- ere we 


monly 


[9] 

monly dd, Gut Enquiries c where. oughs 
ji Ao only to:beg7n;'-:BectheiFaults\onall 2 the 
—— a5 grrat as cue Party-Vebemoict 
n in which 

— — nearly intereſted, zemain ſtill to be 
made. For: (to uſe che Words of Holy: Jod 
Who knoweth not in all theſe, char the Hand of the 
LORD. hath orought i The Folly;'bureſ- 
Nn the Wickedneſs, of Men muſt indeed be 
charged to their own Hearts: But they cannot, 
either of them, Merate further or otherwiſe than 
Gon gives them Laaue: Eo His Per miſiun there- 
fore, it not Directici, we ahould always reſer 
the Effectt they produce; und then attentively 


conſider, What Inſpruction He intends to oohRæey | 


ed W b This is the Light in whick- the 
Writers teach: us t& coriſider 
Cales of this: Kind. But we need go Re 
our Prophet! Jaidh: * Jacob the Sp h 
. agent ty Bd fmt. or ty 4. 

agar. nom: t 

aur walk in His Way, neither were thiy obeditnt un- 
to His Law. Therefore He  poured*upon I 
the Fury of His Anger, and the Strength of Bat- 
le; and it bath\ſet lim d Fire: round. "about, her 
be knew it not; and it hath burned bim zur he laid 
it not ro Hart. lo. which Words ple 
or Nation encompaſs d witli the Dangeri and ex- 
poſed to the Ravages of Wat may: diſtinciy 
* 757 whoſe Appointment it is Sage) find. 

« Job XII g. * 4p see in . 2 Sam- XVI. i 11, Prov. 
xi 4. IG XLV. 7. Amos II. 6. Taj: XLII. . 


n * 4 N . > 1 = 
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chemſelres in fuch à Situation z. & hat has been 
the meritorious Cauſe: of it on- their Fart; an 
bat Kind of. Behaviaur every ſuch Diſpenſas 
dai in Bene ly ef ip 
10 Heart: that is, ta make e Ned ur 


it, and ſuitable licati to themfehves | 
Shen it. and, if to "cher Preparations a- 
Dangers of their Country they have 


. 


God, yy pray Sager themſelves in the 
my Text (not by Way of 
be ein Makers 2 — 
Examination of their own Conſcienoes 
fore baue we falled, and GD feeth not? Mberv- 
n aud He taketh nts 
| 1. 5A? T r N ey 03 
This then is the Ute which L take Leave be 
| make of -theſe Words. — the pre. 
[ Gon Mako mines ee 
j 8 23 to the 
a Nation. repeate 5 a * 
ö D , end BR reduce 
| what I wou'd offer thereupon wr ada Solos 
| e TA. KIEL =. What ELM 


LY 


3 ES 
. Cauſe to think ourſelves concern'd In. any 
of the Caſes ebe And, Val Ap 


22 e 1. 
ui. Thirdy, 


51 


II. Thirdh, What remains to be done on our” 

Part, in order to recommend ourſelves 
mote ſucceſsfully to the Divine Favour and 
Diving for ths Frture. 


-'L The Firf of theſe Enquiries bit be ut 
ter d upon with ſome Caution. For * known unto 
Go, and to Him only with infallible , 
ate all His Works from the Beginning of the Wor 
The Grounds of Go D's Proceedings, tho in all 
Caſes juſt and right in themſelves, yet may in ma- 
ny Caſes be out of the Reach of our Diſcern- 
ment: And whenſoever they are fo, they afford 
Matter for implicite Acquieſcence, rather than 
curious Examination, or bold Conjecture. 

The Truth is, from the preſent vifible Diſpen- 
fations of Providence towards Individuals, or e- 
ven Communities, we cannot always form unery- 
ing Judgments concerning their ven Situation in 
reſpe& to the Favour of Heaven. The facted 
Hiſtory affords us more than one Inſtance of 
Succeſs granted to finful Nations, when the great 
Diſpoſer of all Events has thought fit to make 
uſe of them as Scourges for the Chaſtiſement of 
other ſinful Nations, or as In/iruments in the Ac- 
compliſhment of ſome other leſs diſcernible Pur- 

es of his Pleaſure. However, we more rarely 
find Evil brought upon any Perſons, or even Good 
withbolden from them, in their National Capacity; 
but for ſome Cauſe or other ſubjſling on their 
Part. And * when the Lok D's Hand is thus lit. 
ed up, He expects, that a Nation ſhou'd /ee and 

A4 XV, 18. b Tak XXVI II. 


9721 B obſerve 
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obſerve. itz When the Reaſons of Goy's Pro- 
ceedings may with Probability be collected from 
any Circumſtances) of the Community concern- 
ed; it will always be the Duty of ſuch a Com- 
munity to enquire into, and attentively conſider, 
them. — To Reafons of this Kind I would be un- 
derſtood to confine the Enquiry now before us. 
And, in this View, the Delay of Succeſs to 
2 Nation's repeated Faſts for a Bleſſing on its 
Arms may, I think, generally be aſcribed to ſome 
Defe& in one or more of theſe Particulars ; — 
the Goodneſs of the Cauſe wherein they are en- 
: — the Propriety of the Means employ'd 
in the Proſecution of it: — the Quali $45 = 
Circumſtances of ſuch Fats themſelves : — or, 
the Efects theſe ought. to have had in regard to 
a ſuitable Reformation of any former Miſcon- 
duct. Of each of theſe briefly, and in the or- 
derer above-mention d. | 
þ That there may be Occaſion given ſufficient 
| to juſtify a Nation, upon bow; es of Reaſon, 
j in vindicating its Rights by the Uſe of Arms; 
and that C * does not deprive Nations 
profeſſing its Truth of thoſe Means of Self- De- 
fence which Reaſon allows them; are Points 
which I ſhall here take for granted : Becauſe, 
tho' they have been, nal fees * to 
conteſted by ſome ; yan Hoey, ane, and ( 
think) — — been made good by others. 
But after all, whoever well conſiders, What War 
is, at the ſame Time that he judges i 
lawful, will allow, that . 


War is a di- 


Fr] 
tect Appeal to the Court of Heaven: And ſure- 
ly, Noching leſs than a well-grounded Aſſu- 
rance, at leaſt a fair Preſumption, of the Iuſ- 
tice of their Plea, can give any People reaſon- 
able Hopes of a Determination in their Favour 
from that impartial Tribunal. And, as War is 
an A of ſuch à Nature, that the Fortunes 
and Lives of Millions, nay their yet more durs- 
ble Intereſts (the Value of which cannot be 
brought within any of our Computations) muſt 
often be very deeply concerned, not only in the 
Mee, Gat in the ber) Proſecution of it; the In. 
ance, as well as the Clearneſs, of the Rights 
buten de for, muſt alſo be a Citcumfſtance al- 
| demanding a' ſerious Attention. That 
the moſt ardent Prayers, the moſt ſolemn Faſts, 
can little avail a People unjuſtly or — 
going forth to Battle, I need ſcarce abſerve 
D one; 
Right to the Poſſei- 


or give to one Peop 
ſions or the Se 2 Nay rathet, 
ſhould a Nation wrotigfully, or even i el. 


ging in War, apply for Sacceſs to the Tupreme 
Adi of Conteſts of this Kind; ſach a Pro- 
ceeding muſt (according to all our Notions of 
f Thing) * His Reketteietit rad of con- 
is Favour: It would be to requeſt His 
Pars to Slaughter and Bloodſhed, to In- 


| juſtice and Rapine, go, cho Providence may, 
for wife P often” permit Nations, inva- 
ding the Rights of others, aro) NN E 
in ion of Sports 
whe ay Pepe nd the Een ha | 
; age. 
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Whether they 


can do, but what it is reaſonable for 
eee 


| Tat] © 
ed, and their Humiliations ineffectual; well may. 
theſe a among their Articles of Enquiry, 


« W the Failure of their Purpoſes has not 


been o to ſome Iniquity in their Cauſe? And 
Ws have 5 been Hane, Gov's 
Honour by imploring His Bleſſing upon 7 
And the like may be obſerved in 3 to 
the Means to be employ d in the Proſecution of 
a juſt Cauſe. Tis true, Human Means ſhould in 
no Caſe be ſolely or chiefly rely d on: and leaſt 
of all in this, where it ought to be ever remem- 
ber' d, that the Battle is not ours but Gop's. So 
far, however, is an Application of wrong Means, 
or even a Neglect in applying proper ones, from 
being on that account juſtifiable, that it cannot 
be — The great Governor of the Uni- 
verſe is a GoD of Order, and not of Confuſion ; 
and ; accordingly makes (what we call) _ 


Cauſes wade, 2 their Effects regularly and 

uni for miy: Othe 

tion could be of little Us, and Wiſdom and 
Folly would become almoſt the ſame Thing. 
bs tho the Almighty reſerves to Himſelf a 
Power of controlling the Motions and Operations 
of His Creatures whenſoever and howſoever He 


pleaſes; and, in War particularly, takes frequent 


rwiſe Experience and Obſerea- 


to convince us, that b there is, no Re- 


ftraint to Him to fave by by few; Vet th 
raint 012M to or ew. et tne 
"Ground for 0s;00, progerd w 


upon, in our Delibe- 
rations and Actions, is not, what 6 thy Almighty 
us to expect 


2 2 Chron. XX. 15. b 18am. XIV. 6. 


to 
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to expect extraordinary Interpoſitions, where the 
ordinary Means unter ben in our Power 
are nevlefted or miſapply'd. And, if every Pur- 
25 in the common Affairs of Life, requires to 
be eſtabliſb d by Counſel, more eſpecially ſhould a 
Nation with good Advice make War. The Truth 
is, where proper Meaſures are not 
much more where unlawful ones are made uſe 
of, the moſt formal Addreſſes to the Deity would, 
in Perſons conſcious of ſuch Miſman l K 
rather Inſtances, of Preſum mag than. 
ſions of Piety. And ſhould. 
Kind Ar appear in the Gale. of a 
ed People; tho, for Reaſons already FRA 
they nk always to look higher for. "the 1 855 
Diſpoſe of their Affairs, and .nearer home; for 
the original Source of any unpleaſing Circum- 
ſtances attending them; yet it would be natural 
for them alſo to aſcribe their Diſa W 
to that Unſkilfulneſs, or lee Fae ago xo the 
immediate Inſtrument, by which + would,” on 
this Suppofition, be ſo vi ly occaſion d. \ 
But a farther Defect, more ſuitable — my 
. may be in the Va- 
þ P Faſts and 6 
ee This is Pd: the Defect principally 
inſiſted upon by the Proper, in ? the 0 Context ; 
which I will not ee large, after it has been 
juſt read to you. From which P compa- 
red Jug ONE. * the, ſame Subject, we may 
co the three win ci V Requi es 
of a National Faſt, on Gerben of War ak 


a Prov, XX. 18, I 24 


unfergned 


(+4) 
unfeigned Humiliation both of Body aud Mind; 
in Oppoſition to fuch an H ical Perfot- 
mance of this Duty, as allows of ptivate Indul- 
e of our ſenſnal Appetites (here called, 
nding Plafure) or ſuch as is principally calcu- 
lated to engage HY Obſervation and * Applatſe 
Men: — An humble Application for, and 
cer Reliance upon, the Divine Blefling on the 
Uſe of proper Means; in Oppoſition to a Self- 
ſufficient Confidence and arrogant N in 
cur 'own, Might, Policy, or Alliances, &: '— 
And laſtly, an Hum, Tenper of Mind wel 
All, but particularly a Redinefs to redreſs the 
aggrieved and relieve the diſtreſs d; ** ee 
oy to Strif? and Debate with E quals, In 
reſſion toward Ir buft and eſpecial 
4 700 „ g if Heat yd os it 
gent mee L need not enlarge upon theſe 
Particulars. 15 Self. Indulgence and Hypocriſy; 
if Preſurnption and Confidence in 1 own 
Strength; if rigorous Exactiops u e de- 
erh and Want of Bowels for the miſerable; 
can be more unſeaſonable at one Time than at 
another; that Time muſt be, when we profeſs 
to humble ourſelves in Duſt and Afhes, implo- 
ring Pardon for paſt 8 Sins, and Protection againſt 
"impending Dangers. 54 Faſt, attended th 
all or any of the vitiating Circumſtances above- 
menition'd, can nevet be the Fuſt whith GOD 
has cbaſen; nor ſhould à People thus only afit?- 
ing er Soul be at a Lofs to anſwer, Wherefore 
kae e Kral ke W 
* e Mar VI, . 
Eſpe- 


Tl 


Eſpecially if, in the laſt Place, their Format 
Hon ago have alſo Fel of pradycing 
fer Reformation of 4 hat 
Impiety and Iniquity, whether in ſingle Perſons 
or in Communities, is that abominable Thing which 
b and 7 whilſt nad und He 

no means ta eſcape finally unpu- 

niſh'd ; © that, tho Perſanal Gullt need not, yet 
National Wickedneſs muſt, receive its Puniſh» 
ment in the preſent World: © that therefore Na- 
tional Reformation is neceſſary to avert National 
Judgments, and to enga or Favour of the Al- 
mighty, eſpecially 3 L Hb 2 
their Enemies: and that 
the General Courſe 15. Kir kan 0 abs a 
the Records of former Ages, with which we 
have any Acquaintance ;” — Theſe are Particu- 
lars, which I muſt not here ſtay to illuſtrate, 
And ſurely, the moſt ſolemn Addreſſes ta the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven can make no Di in Fa- 
vour of an impenitent People, but rather the con- 
trary; i being 8 Track w agreeable. to the 
cleareſt of our natural Notions, that *Gop bear 
eth not Sinners, nay that * the Sacrifice of the Wicks 
ed is an Abomination to Him. eed, to ima- 
gine, that a few Prayers, or even Faſiings, ſhould 
attone for a Neglect and Violation of 


God's other righteous Laws, would be to 


to the all the Earth ſuch a Degree 
bo ie Yulee of af dy Forth ſachs Nag. of 
thority, as we fhould call by any Name rather 
than that of Goodneſs in a Man like qurſelves. 
a Joh. IX. 3. b Prov. Xv. 8. IX; 


How- 


[ 16] 

However, Gop's People of old having been ſur- 
pringy fond of this deluſive Perfaation, we 1 

expreſs Declarations, by their Prophets 

and Righteous Men, upon this vey Point, writ- 
ten for our Learning. And well may Nations in 
by theſe be admoniſhed, E any Tine 

the Bleſſings they have been earneſtly requeſting 
are turned away, and good Things withbholden 


Fea think that ſuch Delays are to be charged, 
"not to apy Failure en Gee Part, but to Some- 


thing ami on their own : That vain will their 
mo coſtly and painful Services always be, if not 
accompany'd with 'inward Piety and wiiform 
Holineſs of Life: In ſhort, that for the Want 


of Theſe, the mbſt punctual Compliance with out- 


ward and occafional Obſervances (how commend- 
able ſoever in itſelf) can by no means compen- 
fate. Numerous are the Paſſages to this Purpoſe, 
that occur eſpecially in the Prophetick Writings ; 
and a very remarkable one You will eaſily recol- 
le& from the Beginning of the Evangelical Pro- 
to which I have ſo often refer'd. But I 
may content myſelf with citing only that which 
follows ; the rather, as it comes almoſt ; imme- 
diately after, and gives a diſtinct Anſwer to, the 
Queſtion in m Text. * Behold the LORD's Hand 
is Dn AE Bain” cannot ſave ; nor His Ear 
heavy, that it carmot hear. But Your x pew 
have ſeparated between You and Your GOD ; and 
Your Sins bave bid His Face from You, that He 
will not bear. A Declaration ſo expreſs, as to 
want no Comment; but at the ſame Time of 


'@ Jer. V. 25, b Ifal. I. 11-17. c Ibid. LIX. 1, 2. 
„ 8 5 ſuch 


15] W 
ſuch Moment, as cannot be conſider'd with too 
much Attention, or with too much Impartiality 
apply'd, by Thoſe, who have for ſome Nears been 
imploring the Divine Aid and Protection. 
II. How far We of this Nation are concern'd 
in this or any of the Caſes before-mention'd; 
it may therefore now be ſeaſonable for Us, 
in the Second Place, to enquire. 


And here (that I may begin with that which 
was firſt ſuggeſted) I truſt, we have nothing to 
oach ourſelves with, in regard to the Juice, 

or even the Neceſfity, of the Wars, in which we 
are at preſent engaged. The Former was not de- 
clared by us, till loudly call'd for by the united 
Voice of the whole People; after long Forbear- 
ance, and numberleſs Injuries received in a Part, 
wherein theſe Kingdoms muſt always be very 
ſenſibly affected. And, as to the Latter, our 
Caſe (I hope) is equally clear: This has lately 
been hex 264 us by our reſtleſs Neighbours ; 
who, as if reſenting that we ſhou'd pretend to 
exceed them in Faithfulneſs to Engagements, 
which they enter d into with equal Solemnity, 
and upon Terms to them far more advantageous; 
have preſumed to threaten, not our Commerce 
only, but our Laws and Liberties, our Govern- 
nent and our Holy Religion. If there can be a 
juſtifiable Occaſion for appealing to Heaven in 
the Uſe of Arms (as unqueſtionably there may) 
the neceſſary Defence of all Theſe muſt certainly 
be allow'd'to be ſuch an Occaſion. And if, in 
the Progreſs of a long and > m _ 
2000. oubt 
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Doubt ſhould ariſe about particular Incidents ; 1 
ſee not what Private Perſons (unaequainted as 
they may well ſuppoſe themſelves to be with the 
Whole of fach Tranſactions) can think more ſuit- 
ed to their Station, than to refer Caſes of this 
Kind to the Wiſdom of the, Authorized Guardians 
of our Publick Intereſts ; whoſe ſerious Attention 
they will always (no doubt) highly deſerve. © 
Which laſt Obſervation I would particularly 
apply to the next Article of Enquiry above hint- 
ed at, namely, the Propriety of the Means made 
Uſe of in the- Proſecution of the War. Theſe 
muſt, in the Nature 'of Things, be previouſly or- 
der d by ſome, and put in Execution by o 
whoſe Province it is to fuperintend and —.— 
them. And, as to the Direction or Execution 
aof them when paſt; I conceive, Perſons at a Diſ- 
tance from publick Tranſactions, and in no Capa- 
eity call d — to pronounce any Thing con- 
cerning them, may fairly excuſe themſelves from 
Sentence, where they may be ſo eaſily miſ- 
taken. At leaſt, it wou'd ill become me to de- 
tain Lou upon Enquiries of this Kind, on an Oc- 
cafion ſacred to quite other Purpoſes : Efpecially 
ſince, which ray ſoever. we ſhou'd find Cauſe 
do determine, it wou'd remain equally neceſſary 
for us to go thro' thoſe other Heads of Exami- 
nation, in which we are all of us far more-nearly 
concern d. Only let me not leave this Article 
without brief — that there is a De- 
ference to — ty, which Reaſon and the very 
Nature of Society require: That Perſons en 
mm in arduous Employments are not on 
Account 


[9]. 
Account the leſs entitled to the ſame Candeur, 
which our Religion recommends to us all zz: 
ing of each other's Deſigns and Actions: 
And that, were the 4 ahead Rule of * 2 
ing to be quiet, and to do their own B 
generally obſerved ; perhaps public — 
be no worſe preſerved; but certainly the Minds 
of particular Perjont would be leſs apt to » dif 
quaet themſelves in vain, leſs careful and troubled 
about many Things, to the fatal Neglect of (what 
is at leaſt comparatively ſpeaking) the one my 
needful. — But to proceed. 
Fain would I perſwade myſelf alſo, that we 


are competently clear with regard to the Nature 
and Circumſtances of our and preſent Faſt- 


ings : that the 7ward Serrouſneſs, Devotion, and 
Self-Abaſement of our Humiliations have been 
in ſome Good anſwerable to the outward 
Decency and Solemnity of them: that we have 
not been mocking Gop, by approaching His 
Throne with Profeſfions of Con in His gra- 
cious Aid, whilſt our chief Truft has been in Cha- 
riots and Horſes, or in our own Counſel and Strength 
for the Mar: and laſtly, that, inſtead of Ran- 
cour and Proneneſs to Strife, we have brought 
with us to theſe Religious Exerciſes the truly 
Chriſtian Graces of mutual Love and Brotherly 
Kindneſs; Hearts open to the tender Impreſſions 
of Pity and Compaſſion, and Hands ſtretched 


forth to-relieve the Diſtreſſes of our indigent Bre- 
thren. The Report to be made upon theſe En- 
quiries muſt indeed be left to every Man's own 
2 1 Theſſ. IV. 11. b Pfal. XXXIX. 6. e Luk. X. 41, 42. 

| C 2 Con- 


11 
Conſcience, Only with regard to the 4: tho 
Inſtances there always have been, and too ma- 
ny there ſtill may be, of cruel Oppreſſion and 
* Grinding the Faces of the Poor ; yet (I truſt) Un- 
mercifulneſ is not a National Vice amongſt us. 
Blefled be Go pl a truly commendable Spirit of 
_ Generoſity and Munificence, of Readineſs and 
even Forwardneſs to ſupply the Wants, and to 
adminiſter Comfort to the Diſtreſſes, both of the 
Souls and Bodies of that Part of our Species 
which labours under them, has for ſome Time 
been exerting itſelf in the Promotion. of many 
excellent Charities of various Kinds. And, had 
not our Prayers been hinder'd by any Thing of 
another Nature; we ſhould probably already have 
experienced the happy fluence of our many cha- 
ritablèe Foundations ; and that, under the Bleſſing 
of Providence, our Alms ſhut up in theſe Store- 
houſes (as the Son of Sirach expreſſeth it) had 
fought for us againſi our Enemies better than a 
mighty Shield and a ſtrong Spear. | 
But, alas! there yet remains anather Head of 
National Self- Examination] and unleſs we ſhall 
appear to have broke off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, 
we muſt not wonder if they continue ſtill unex- 
piated by, that otherwiſe beſt of our Sacrifices, 
ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. Let us then, with 
all Impartiality, aſk. ourſelves, or in Purſuance 
of the preſent Appointment permit me to aſk, 
How far our former Faſts have been attended by 
a ſuitable Reformation in the Inſtances at firſt 
1 complained of ? and particularly, What Improve- 
.@ Iſai. III. 15, b Eccluſ. XXIX. 32,13, e Dan. IV, 27. 
15 | | ment, 
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ment we have made in the Practice of Neligiaus, 
Perſonal, and Social Duties, in the Courſe of bei 
our repeated Humiliations? 

To begin (where all our Views ſhould be prin- 
cipally Jiredted) with what relates to the Glory of 
GOD. — Is the Name of Gop: more reverently 
uſed in common Diſcourſe, or the Obligation of 
Oaths more inviolably obſerved, than formerly? 
Are Perſons and Things, that have been dedica- 
ted to immediate Service, regarded more 
ſuitably to the Relation in which they ſtand ?' Is 
His Worſhip more regularly kept up in Private 
Families; or more univerſally and more ſeriouſly 
attended in the Great Congregation? Is that ſmall 
Portion of Time which He, to whom we owe 
the whole of it, was pleaſed from the 
to conſecrate to Religious Uſes, leſs commonly 
or leſs publickly prophaned by Worldly Buſineſs 
or Pleaſure? Are thoſe Scriptures which were 
given by Inſpiration from Him, and which con- 
tain an ineſtimable Treaſure of Direction and 
Comfort to _ ſerious Mind, leſs expoſed to 
idle Cavil, to ſtupid Burleſque, to TE. ans 
Drollery? Are Writings — attacking their 
Divine Authority, and tending in their direct 
Conſequences to baniſh from the Minds of the 
People all Religious Sentiments, all Notions not 
only of a Redeemer and Sanctifier, but of a Pro- 
vidence, a Judge, and an Avenger, leſs induſ- 
triouſly propagated by ſome, or with more Zeal 
diſcountenanced by others ? — If this ſhall ap- 
pear to be the Caſe, we may humbly hope, that 
the „ will, in his good Time, * 

ar 
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plication, aud maintain aur Ca 


in the Nrar certainly 


ments from our former expenſive 


(=) 
* bear from the Heavens our Prayer and our 


But, ſhould th 
canal ue, His Dif- 


Reverſe of all this be rather 
regard of our Fafts Hence be but too 
* my accounted for. Vain and preſumptuous 
our moſt devout Humuliations on cue Day 
appear, ſhould there be 
Cauſe to ſuſpect, that GOD it ſcarcely in all our 
Thoughts, to any good Purpoſe, for the Remain- 
der of it. Communities are not leſs concern'd 
than A in that awful Declaration — 
> They that deſpiſe Me ſhall be lightly efteemed. = 
 Agam: An ne of Mind; a 
brovalling 3 and Fondneſs for ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, equally unſuitable to Men's Circumſtances 
and inconfiſtent with their Duty ; were at firſt 
complain'd of as National Diſorders among us. 
And. have the People ar And Pain in general ſince 
ea 


r, otter 750 Plainneſs, Seriouſneſs, 

haviour? Do we find Men 
. all Gord Conditions grown more willing to deny 
tbemſehves the Uſe not only of ſuperfluous, but 
even criminal Gratifications? Has the Support 
of a conſuming War made any viſible Retrench- 


Drver/ions, as well as Dreſs 
of Living? Rather, do we not, in the Midſt of 
-our Complaints of encreaſing Poverty, ſtill con- 
tinue to compu Sea and 2 ranſacking all 
the Stores of Nature in order to furniſh out 77e 
Materials for Pleaſure, all the Inventions of Art 


in order to diſcover new Kinds of it ? — The 


a 2 Chr. VI. 35. b 18Sam. II. zo. 
An- 
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Anfwer to theſe Qaeſtions muſt be left to eve. 
ry one's Obſervation of what paſſes before him. 
But let us not flatter ourfelves, that to a o 
Soul only for a Day, ta bow down the Flead os '@ 
Bulruſb, to ſpread” Suckrlath' and Afhes under 1b 

in ſhort, to impoſe upon ourſelves, for « feu 
Hours, all the outward Tokens, or even all the 
real Offices, of Abſtinence and Mortification, withs- 
out Moderation in our Enjo! and a dus 
Government over our — — 
will de admitted as a Faft and an acceptable Day 
to the LORD. . Let us remember that tremendous 


Denunciation of the Prophet to a Free- thinking 
and Free- livi le, — n that dd the 


LORD of Hoſts to Weeping and to 
and ts Bali and to Girdg with deu, 
And, behold ! Foy and Oxxn and 
killing Sheep, eating 22 and ng Wine, 
as 

And it was revealed in mime Ear: by the LORD 
of Hoſts, ſaying, Surely this Iniquity ſhall not be 


purged away from = till ye aye, fait the —— 


GOD of Hoſts ! B 
Farther : With re to the Relative 
tions ſubſiſting berween the Members of the Com 
munity. Has 4 Reverence for Government as the 
Ordinance of GOD, and for Governours ad Hit 
Miniſters, of late gam'd any Ground among the 
ſeveral fubordinate Ranks of Men? Are the ſu- 


_ ered Tyes of the Domeſtick Relation: mote: reli- 


gioully comply d with? Is. Juſtice and Pairneſs 


1 Men's Dealings with each other more ſtrictly 


2 16). XXII. 12, 13,14 


ob- 


8 


obſerved ? Is * the Labourer thought more ur- 
thy of bis Hire by the Perſon employing him, 
or is he on his Part more . content with bis Wa- 
ges? Are Men in general more eaſy under the 
Allotments of Providence, more induſtrious in 
their reſpective Callings, more punctual in rex- 
K all their Dues? And, in Conſequence, 
Do the Great and the Opulent find their Houſes. 
more ſafe from Fear, and their Perſons from In- 
ſult and Outrage? Have we fewer * Complain- 
ings in our Streets; is Violence more rarely heard 
in our Land, or Waſting and Deſtruction within 
aur Borders? — I wiſh every one's Obſervation 
would enable him to give himſelf a pleaſing Ac- 
count of theſe Matters. But if, on the other 
Hand, an Impatience of Reſtraints of any Kind, 
and a Contempt of all Order and Authority, be a 
notorious Part of the Character of the preſent | 
Generation: if the moſt audacious Violations of 
all Laws, human as well as divine, are daily 
committed, and make ſome of the principal Oc- 
currences of our Times: if Men of Rank and 
Fortune to their Sorrow find, that thoſe Perſons, 
whom their Practice has for ſome Time been 
ing not to fear GOD, have at laſt, without 
any ſuch Inſtruction, learn d not to regard Man 
May not ſuch * Overflowings of Ungodlineſs 
juſtly male us afraid? Can we want 2 Reaſon, 
wherefore we have faſted and GOD ſeeth not ? Is 
it poſſible even for Providence, without a mira- 
as Interpoſition, to ſave us? or, ſhoyld Gop 
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— tered us from our foragn Ene- 
ms maſt He not work as nee 
to reſcue us rum 
It were but too eaſy\'to proceed in afting 
would to:Gop it were e equally agreeable to an- 
* ſuch 23 as theſe, — regard to 


and Morals among 
ro I yet og ta remains {till farther very im- 
t Matter for "r I mean,: thoſe Per 


I Sihs;' thoſe. Plagus 'of our om Hearts, 


Which each of us 2 particular] call'd upon to 
ſearch into and 6 cp when 0 fc 
— 2 ae kairhy | 


ant, and added} 36a many National 
juſtly fill us with Shame 


lating with Gos for the litthe Notice He 

has thin of car fehr Hactilatighs, cry but in 
4 {ive Strains of the /anienting ing Prophet, TW 
* LORD's Merci end e 


4 
15 THEY _ 


re 
pet to:ghlerve, in the Fir/Þ Place; thar the 
- * 38. 3 III 22. 


1 26 1 


* Unſucceſsfulneſs of our former Humiliations 
' - muſt by no means di us from continuing 
the ſame earneſt Applications to the GOD of 
| Hauen; which, HEE Er; will 
however always be neceſſary, to engage His Pro- 
tection and Favour. 
| As there is no PerfeQtion, in the Exerciſe an 
Diſplay of which Gop has thought fit to expreſs 
a greater Delight, than that of Mercy and Lo- 
ving Kindueſi; ſo there is ſcarce any Provoca- 
tion, of which He has in ſtronger Terms ex- 
preſs d His Reſentment, than that of a deſponding 
or prophane- Diſtruſt of this His glorious Attri- 
bute. Hear * remarkable. Words of the Pro- 
3 8 the Heathen, 
| þ beard | fuch Things? the Virgin of Iſrael 
Frontend, e But what could 
give Occaſion to a unuſually 
| vated ? Why, it ſeems; — G op had 
| Bebold I ya Evil againſt you, and ie 2 
| Device againſt you : return ye now every one from 
| bis evil Way, and make Ways and your Do- 
ings goed : 2 — UG they: 2 
cious a Warning was this: ſaid, There. is 
no Hupe: but we will walk after our own Devices, 
ond me wo every e e If K+ 
, evil Heart it from us, to draw any fuch 
* abominable Inference from Gop's Threat nings, 
or from the little Knowledge He may ſeem to 
have taken of our former Addrefſes to Him. 
Let us remember His fevere Expoſtulation with 
His on People by the Prophet Malachr ; * Tour 


8 Jer. XVIII. 11,12, 13. b g 13, 14. 
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Wards Gave been fait again me, ſaith the LORD 
of Hoſts. A had they ſpoken ſo much a- 


gainſt Him ? The Anſwer we have in the next 


Verſe ; They had ſaid, it is vain to ſerve GOD; 
and what Profit is it that we have kept his Ordi- 
nances, and that we have walked before 
the LORD of Hoſts? — We ſee, the Almighty 


expects (as moſt juſtly He may) that Nations 


ſhould wait bis Time for the Grant of their Pe- 


titions ; and is not leſs diſpleaſed with their Diſ- 


truſt of His Goodneſs and Power, than with their 
Confidence in their own. | 
Our Blefſed LoR D has taught us Chriſtians, 
both from His own Practice and by His Inſtruc- 
tions, to for thoſe gracious Anſwers to our 
re- iterated eſts, Which are not granted to 
our firſt . for the. His Behaviour to- 
wards the Woman of Canaan is remarkable to 
this Purpoſe. For the Tryal of her Faith, and 
Commendation. of it to his Followers, even the 
merciful Ixsus could put on the Ap of 
Deafneſs to her Entreaties, and 3 Time 
hold out againſt her piercing Cries for Mercy to 
her Daughter. But when ſhe, not fatisfy'd firſt 
with his ſeemingly diſdainful Silence, and then 


with his cold Replies and forbidding Evaſions, 


again and again renews her Interceſſions; at 
length, as if overcome by her Perſeverance, He 
cries out, O Woman, great is thy Faith! Be it 
unto thee even. as thou wilt. this, I need 
hardly illuſtrate the ſame Point from * the Para- 
ble, the Friend importuned to lend three Loaves, 
= een XV. 1228. . b Luc, XI. 5-14, 
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or that of the * juſt Judge; 3 
He directly a "Pp alles to encourage repeated Aſeing 
after repeated Ręfuſals; —— introduces the 
to this very End, that Men ought akvays % fry 
and not to faint. _ 
Nowwchet-are-we.te-edlledt ml Abi 
Certainly not that a Being af infinite Perfection 
has Occafion to be reminded of our Wants, or 
takes Dehght in keeping us in Suſpence about the 
Supply of — meerly for the Sake of doing ſo; 
leaſt of all, that he is — of being wearied 
into Compaſſion by our Importunity and much 
Speaking. No. But Gon hath wiſe and gracious 
Ends to ſerve by this Method of Proceeding + 
perhaps to abate the Pride and mortify the Self- 
ſufficiency of vain Men; perhaps to. exerciſe 
their Faith and Truſt in His Goodneſs, and to 
cheriſh in them a juſt Senſe of their entire De- 
dence on his Providence; perhaps to render 
is Bleſſings, when He ſhall at length think fit 
to grant them, more juſtly valued, mare thank- 
fully received, and more diſcrectly enjoy'd, by 
them. — And, to bring theſe Reflections nearer 
to ourebves : Probably at our Entrance upon the 
War, our Hearts were not ſufficiently humbled 
into a due Senſe of our own Sinfulneſs and Un- 
worthineſs; or of our Weakneſs in ourſelves; and 
abſolute Want of a ſuperior Aid: And, had our 
firſt Humiliations been more viſtbn regarded: by 
Go, and our fifſt Addreſſes to anfwer'd 
by an immadiate Grant of Victory and Peace; 
we might have been but IT 


2 Luke X VIE I, &, . 


we 


1 29 
we were in ſome ſmaller Inſtances) to- grow ela- 
ted with Succeſſes ſo eafily obtained, and to a- 
ſcribe them wholly to our own Bravery, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, or Power. But, if we have fince karn'd 
Obedience, by the Thing fue have. ſuffer'd or with- 
out the Divine Help ſoon may ſuffer: if this 
preſent — bay len: d by us 
with a ſuitable Devotion and Fervency; with a 
due Degree of Lowlineſs of Mind, and Depen- 
dence upon Gop; with undiſſembled Love to 
each other, and charitable Relief to our diſtreſs'd 
Brethren: Who can tell, whether Gop may not 
have been * waiting that He might be Gracious? 
Whether He may not, even now, be giving Di- 
rections to the Miniſters of his Pleaſure, * to turn 
our Heavineſs into mee 
gird us with 5? Yard wh 


However, i Ya cad of this Kind 
in any ; reaſonable, our Faſtings muſt be 
3 a fincere Abhorrence of Paſt Tranſ- 

N . ucceeded by an entire Turning a- 
way from them for the Fature, Be Be bis then our 
Next Care: Becauſe * without this, our Oblations 
will be vain, and our Incenſe an Abomination ; nay 
our Calling of Afﬀemblies will itſelf be 2875 

even this Solemn Meeting. 

* ae thoſe Provocations way = which we 
Land are particular upon .to 

ment and forfake, Tan del enge er to 

* it concerns us all to remember, that 


onal: Reformation muft ind begin with Perſe 


| . 18. þ Plal, XXX. 11. LN 
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3 [55 ] 
V Amendment. Let none of us then ſo mourn 
for the many crying Sins of the Natron, as to 


forget how much may have been coſitributed to 


the general Load by ih Guilt of bis own. Let 
our Zeal firſt exert itſelf in an impartial Scruti- 
ny here. And, when by an unfeigned Sorrow, 
and humble Applications to the Gop of Mercy, 
we have ſet all right within us; it will then high« 
ly become us to look! abroad; and each of us, 
n to the Demands of his Station and 
the Extent of his Influence, to aſſiſt in promo- 
ting the Amendment of thoſe about him. 
From Perſons in Authority much may be 


2722 22 Power where with they are ed 
Pumſhment of Euil-Doers as well as for 

Le Pra of them that % well. Much will like- 
wife be expected from Miniſters of . the 
regard to the Souls co 


as af nted Watchmen, to give Warning on 
Apprehenſion of Danger. — Moft of 


m8 8 haps eaſily be eſti- 
e by Example, by Advice, by Exhortation, 


by Admonition, and (on Occaſions requiring it) 


by friendly Reproof. — Nor let the Younger 
N t Hearers think themſelves un- 
2 in * im t Work, To a 
many, of the ſame Na- 

tre, fr d en or fon of "Life, with Your's, 
8 yd in laborious and ſer vile Offices, pro- 
bai) or Your ſakes ; whilſt many others are al- 


5 b 1Pet. II. 14. c Etek. XXXIII. 7&0 
moſt 


[a] 
moſt wholly: left; to the Conduct of (thoſe worſk 
ä 9 e eee Fe are not 


4 Decency a B a 

Habits, which if —_ abroad with You. into 
the World (bad as it is) may yet enable Vou to 
do no inconſiderable Service to the Cauſe of Re- 


formation. And need I obſerve to. You; ho 


reaſonably Your hibeypy Countrymen may ex- 
pect from Nau, Ye ſhould. communicate. to 
— in his Way (the only Way in which they 
can partake of it) the inal Bn of a 
gular Education; by. De  Yawrſelves unto 
them, in all Things, Patterns of Good Works 2”: 
In ſhort: ne 8 every one of us, 
do towards the rming our- 
_ ſelves; by « bl Diſchar Dicbare of our reſpective 
Duties; b y, by our Prayers to Al- 
mighty Gop, For we may with ſome Comfort 
remember, * at the Patriarch's Interceſſion, 
even Sodom 50d been ſpared, could only Ten 
Righteous Perſons have been found there. Let none 
olf us then be diſhearten d. Vice and Wickedneſs 
are indeed forward and daring; and particular 
Inſtances of them make much Noiſe in the 
World: And it muſt be confeſs'd to be a Cir- 
cumſtance not a little diſcouraging to the Friends 
of Virtue, that too many, whom we would cha- 
ritably believe Well-wiſhers to the ſame: good 
4 Tit. 1.7, b Gen. XVIII. 32. 


| Phariſaical 


the other; And by His B 


- 3 
Cauſe, do greatly obſtruct it; not only 
0 Quran of their own ee 
lineſs; but among 
placing Pine diligent ugh — 2 
very important Points; pd og by railing Accuſu- 
tions againſt thoſe, whoſe Province and Defire it 
5s to iniruct cem with Warde of Muth and . 
Lan e trad dents — 
fo ee 
Le ia hand,” and Eachufaln on 


en nnd Wort, 
vantages, ary tory. bled Worth, 
ſhining before Men," Ek Candour and at the 
fame 2 Steadineſs, in the Practice of 


Eo, weft et More, by a juſt Irnb- 


tation, to which it in Maven. 


Vain, howeyer, will all our - Attempts Fe: 
National Reforms be, - unleſs the Foundation 
be laid in National P * in the e 
ciples of Conſcience, — — Motives 15 
W Let it then be our or n Care, ff 

W and then as we have 
1 5 7s, in 5 
parts of any 3 3 * e 
ar. They engage all Orders of 
2 thoſe * us „uh ics Proſe 
ty 1 : upheld : inſpire. its 0 
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delity to their great Truſt z its Armies with Cou- 


in the Day of Battle; its People with Loy- 
__ and Chearfulneſs in diſcharging the Duties 
of their reſpective Stations: Above all, they moſt 


| powerfully ſolicite the Protection and Favour of 


Almighty Gop: and, that once ſecured, * tho' 
e ut, yet need nat our 
Heart be afraid; and tho there riſe up War @- 


gainſt us, yet we put our Truſt in Him. 


Should I, in View of ſome “ late a/arming Cir- 
cumſtances, go on to recommend an Affection 
for any — Eſtabliſhment of Religion; ſuch 
E Ex 1 l out Popery might per- 

hep be thought a prepoſterous one: 
T ſe.I mean, Es imagine, or pretend to ima- 
gine, that whereſoever Religious Eſtabliſhments 
7 — » the Work of Popery, or LEE 
as bad as Popery, is — 
4 1 ſem to think, = 
conſiſtent Proteſtantiſm,” unleſs all Tenets in Re- 
ligion be 7 allow'd and (if that be indeed 
practicable Ae de encourag d; with this only 
Ae they be nat Popiſb ones. I am, not- 

perſuaded, = of only effectual 
Hons Means po ſupporting the Reform'd Re- 


gion in, Os Kinggens, muſt e 
| = Pldm XXVII. . 


20 The Danger here medtit was That of an Invaſion, from the 


Enemies of our Religion and Government, which had alarm'd us 
in the Beginning of the Year 1744. But the following Reflec- 


r'd to have been the more ſeaſonable, when a Second 
— 


m the ſame Quarter, in Conjunction with a Rebellion, 


more E 8 — in leſs than a Year after 7his was 
we E ment 
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ment of ſome determinate Scheme of it, witli 


Orders of Men. And (all unſeaſonable Conten- 
tion apart) I truſt, we ſhall adhere to that we 
are in P effion of, 'till a better ſhall be 

fed; or one, which has (under Gop) been more 
inſtrumental in from fe former As 


It 1 we ewe — "ths n 
Co Me us, after pars 2. to di the 


Magift 

bring the P 
— rh 
it: in o 


e e er e with as akink One 
would imagine, however, that our late Fears 
might (if Nothing elſe ſhould) diſpoſe Men to 


confider, Whether this Matter has not already 


been carry'd as far as will well conſiſt with the 


Tah 8) Sa 285 Had our Fathers, on an ever- 


memorable on juſt hinted at, been as little 
'concern'd about Modes of Faith, Forms of Poli- 
, or Rites lng th as Some of late 
ears been perfirading bl to be; I think, it can- 
le in what Condition not 
only our Religious but our Civil Liberties had 
2 long before this Time. And, ſhould Gop, 
ins, ſuffer the Danger, with which we 


—_ 1 threaten d, to a ill nearer 

2 the Enemies of our could ſcarce 
pe to find an — 45 People ( but 

too — Ber, ty 
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looſe from the Princi in which they haye 
et It mi ſoon, addreſs, itſelf, un- 


[ 35 ] 
any Time feel, by the Name of Grievances) in 
a Temper better ſuited to tbeir pernicious Pur- 
>, tin the of a e towards the 

now profeſs ; or in a Situation 

more pron ſing, than that of an entire Detach- 


Influence, which its appointey | 


Ro — have over them. 


The Truth is, ſhould Men once take up che 
Perſuaſion, that not only the — —.— but 


the Inſtitutions, in all Religions are the ſame; 


8 N 
Temptation offer d, againſt beco Pr 

to any: Nor might thoſe, who 1 be daß 
willing, have it in their Power, to make the Ro- 
,miſh Religion an Exception in this Caſe, If its 
 Abſurdities and 1dolatries maſt ſhock. the Ratio- 
nal and Thoughtful Part of the Nation; and if 
the Humane and Good-natured mutt be ſtartled 
(as well they may) at the great Barbarities for- 


merly exerciſed, 472 — en 
by its Profeſſors in theſe Kingdoms: Vet let it 


be remember d, that it has much Pomp and Pa- 
geantry in its Worſhip to TEES 
State and Magnificence ; It pretends. to have In- 


fallible Guidance for the Doubtful, and ſecure 


for the Unſettled; It offers Indulgences to 
the Libertine, and deals out Pardons to IE | 
bauch d, on very cafy Terms: And to how con- 
ſiderable a Part of our People, when once ſet 
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red His unalterab — 
great Bleſſing to them, * 
5 rat) ſh 


very 
ties and Powers, and to obey 
Men who fear the een — want an 
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of bis Country (could we no bigher Motive 
might do well 8 — | : 
= Whereas, on the other Hand, whilſt the Bo- 
dy of the Nation retain a Zeal for the 
Honour of Gop, and for His pure Religion eſta- 
bhſpd among us; their Affection for a Prince, 
who has hitherto preſerved, and has * 
Reſolution to 


be ſhaken: And We may go on with 
neſs and Succeſs to * put them in Mind, up n e- 


proper Occaſion, to be . — Princi ie 


Argument for reverencing tbe King, ſcarce ever 


an Odjection againſt meddling with thoſe that are 


ven to Change. Difference on Sentiments LOU 
Publick Aﬀacrs, or ome Degree eu- 
louſy againſt Encroac ede upon Liberty — 
to </ e Natural Reſult of National 2 
And even Oppoſition to Proceedings thought ir- 
and dangerous, when exerted by proper 
Perſons, and in Methods warranted by the Laws 
of Gop and Man, may ſometimes, under the 
Direction of Providence, be of conſiderable Uſe 
in preſerving it. But ſtill ; every truly conſtien- 


tous Man will, at let, inſiſt on having ſome 
very important 


Queſtions (which I need not here 


ſuggeſt) fully reſolved, before He will allow him- 
ſelf to enter into Schemes of Subverſion againſt 
the Government that protects him, and to which 
he has bound himſelf We the moſt aufs Engage- 

"© 4 . b Prov. XXIV. r. „ 
ments, 


(9 
And in pa f 


i to rely yori 
quainted with the 
to the Conſtitution, of 
DO pon the Whole: If eee 
« Nations —— | 
ed in, be the Ruin, o LE 6 
8 National Piery, — — be neceſſry e ws 
ſecure a due Cultivation of the one, or a 5 
Reformation from the other. But in vain 
we hope to National Piery without a 
e or to 1 80 4 5 | 
peaking, without a N 
ment. And, as long as the Religion, and 
every Bleffing connef#ed with it, ſhall be thought 
worthy of our Concern; ſo long it will be Our 
Wiſdom to bold faſt the firm of fund Words as 
we have been taught; and to 1 ear lip the LORD, 
as we now enjoy the hapf unity of wor- 


ſhipping Him, "the Bau of Holineſs.” 


_ av 
* — 1 
But to kerl 5 contiae A we all, 
with that Seriouſneſs, which the Occalion-caljs 
for, * ſearch and try our Ways, ST ye 
"LORD ! May every one as, 'b before 'we de- 
part from 8 Exerciſe, reſolve: to** c 
all bis Tranſgrefſons abe be has tranſ- 
ou and, in pr his Influence arid 
portunities to help 0 RS 
of others! And, Shs moſt effectual Engage- 
ment to this great Work, may we (according to 
a Prov. XIV. 34. b 2 Tim. I. 3. c Pfal. XC VI. g. 
d Lam, III. 46. e Ezek. XVIII. 31. 


eee 
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our Prophet's emphatical Advice in a like Exi- 
geney ). * ſanttify. the LORD s Himſelf, 
and let Him — Fear, * * mil, 
Dread — 80 ſhall, the Fear of GOD . 
from our Breaſts all vain, ſuperſtitious, enſna- 
ring, or tormenting Fears: We ſhall take the 
beſt Method in our Power for wering His Judg- 
ments from ou 3 and for recommend- 
ng-to His Hellng qur Counts en 
or (ſhould Need, {till be) our Fleets and 
— But, however Providence may think 
fit to diſpoſe of che Affairs of this World; we 
ſhall, in all Events, - ſecure to ogglelves * that 
Loving-Kindneſs. phich-is. better. than Life itſelf. 
And theni— tho': we ſhould till * bear of War 
— we ſhall the Jeſs need to-b 
— * In 4 Patience Bag — — * our 


8 MORE, Goo bal 
ſhake not this Barth only but ah rowers when 
'the Commotions of States 
all be ſwallow'd up in one — 1 
an expiting World; else f Kr 
-ahieb cannot be moved, if we. be found, by the 
— 2 — 3 
N 13. b n ir. 3. —.5 Luk. XXI. — 
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There are now printed for R. Clements, Book- 

ſeller in G: and Sold by J. and J. R- 

vington, in St. Pauls Church-Yard, . 
Five Sermons, viz. * 


The Importance 4 4 . to Cryil Socteties. An Aſſize- 


Sermon prea Mary's in Oxford, on "_ 
March 6. peck, Tus Te Edition. 8 


The Danger of Exceſſes in the Purſuit o 
preach'd Lan, ew 705 Oxford, on 22. 


Fan. 31. 1736-7. The Second Edition, 

eated Faſts conſider d and 'd. 
| before th Unive of oz d. 
on Wedneſday 49, Fon. 9. 17445: being a Sixth General 
Faſt on fion of the The Second Edition. 

Duty Giving Thanks for 2 Deliverances, A 
125 preach d before SY ayor and Corporation, 
at St, Martiw's, Oxford, on Thurſ4 , Ock. 9. 5 


Reaſons N Publick Nonſhip. An Aſſize | 
=> 72 Nebeſiy Low s in Oxford, on Tir 
March 8. 1753. 


Delay of Succeſs to r 
a ol preach'd 


George Fothergill, D. D. Princi of S. 
Edmund Hall, ke fab: 2 er 


lege, in Oxford. * 


